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Bright Future for Energy Efficiency 

More Midwesterners work in energy efficiency (513,695) than any other clean energy sector. 

Energy efficiency added 7,611 jobs last year in the region, a 1.5 percent growth rate. What do 

energy efficiency workers do? They manufacture ENERGY STAR-rated appliances and install 

efficient lighting systems; tweak traditional heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 

systems; design high-efficiency HVAC units; build renewable heating and cooling systems; 

and handle advanced building materials. Other jobs employ people who implement software 

and contractors who diagnose, adjust, and verify HVAC efficiency. While the Midwest's energy 

efficiency sector grew, it fell short of the nation's overall 3.1 percent growth rate, suggesting 

potential for future growth. 

19.9% 102,294 jobs 
ENERGY STAR and 
Efficient Lighting 

21.9% 112,520 jobs 
Traditional HVAC 

Renewables Overcome Solar's Sluggish Year 

22.3% 114,473 jobs 
Advanced Materials 

24.4% 125,5161obs 
High Efficiency HVAC 
and Renewable H&C 

11.5% 58,893 jobs 
Other 

Renewable energy employs over 83,127 workers, second-highest in the Midwest's clean energy 

sector and over 3,900 more than the previous year (a 5 percent growth rate). Zooming in 

on specific industries, there are 35,478 wind workers and 38,759 solar workers. While wind 

grew 4.3 percent (adding 1,504 jobs), solar moved in a different direction. The solar industry 

lost 1.4 percent of its workers, or 562 jobs. This came as companies rushed to complete 

projects in 2016 to qualify for expiring tax credits, then cut jobs in 2017. Solar also struggled 

with uncertainties around tariffs at the federal level. Jobs in renewables encompass diverse 

industries including geothermal, bioenergy, and low-impact hydroelectric power. Despite solar's 

performance, the Midwest's renewables sector appears strong compared to the rest of the U.S., 

which shed 3,800 renewables jobs overall. 

42.7% 35,478 jobs 
Wind 

46.0% 38,196 jobs 
Solar 

8.0% 6,635 jobs 
Bioenergy/CHP 

2.1% 1,736 jobs 
Low-impact Hydroelectric 

1.3% 1,081 jobs 
Geothermal 
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39.0% Construction

1.3% Agriculture & Forestry

7.9% Professional Services

9.6% Other Services

32.9% Manufacturing

9.1% Trade

0.2% Utilities





0 20 40 60 80 100





4For more details and resources, please visit www.cleanjobsmidwest.com

40.6% Construction

2.4% Agriculture & Forestry

13.0% Professional Services

12.9% Other Services

21.2% Manufacturing

9.5% Trade

0.4% Utilities
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31.9% Construction

1.2% Agriculture & Forestry

3.9% Professional Services

7.1% Other Services

48.8% Manufacturing

6.9% Trade

0.1% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Des Moines-West Des Moines, IA MSA 6,199 1,077 4,036

Cedar Rapids, IA MSA 2,629 498 1,687

Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL MSA 1,540 267 1,005
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47.0% Construction

4.0% Agriculture & Forestry

3.2% Professional Services

11.0% Other Services

21.3% Manufacturing

13.0% Trade

0.5% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Kansas City, MO-KS MSA 7,247 1,269 5,053

Wichita, KS MSA 4,946 686 3,580

Topeka, KS MSA 1,748 238 1,275
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30.7% Construction

1.4% Agriculture & Forestry

14.7% Manufacturing

35.6% Professional Services

8.2% Trade

8.9% Other Services 0.4% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Detroit-Warren-Livonia, MI MSA 53,477 5,208 36,520

Grand Rapids-Wyoming, MI MSA 10,468 894 7,252

Lansing-East Lansing, MI MSA 5,230 476 3,597



0.5% Agriculture & Forestry

19.6% Construction

6.1% Professional Services

7.0% Other Services

60.0% Manufacturing

6.8% Trade

0.1% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI MSA 34,900 5,429 25,554

St. Cloud, MN MSA 2,412 405 1,732

Duluth, MN-WI MSA 2,056 122 1,670
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

St. Louis, MO-IL MSA 20,374 1,811 15,059

Kansas City, MO-KS MSA 11,190 1,090 8,203

Springfield, MO MSA 4,381 362 8,203
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47.4% Construction

0.6% Agriculture & Forestry

5.9% Professional Services

11.7% Other Services

24.6% Manufacturing

9.6% Trade

0.2% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Omaha-Council Blu�s, NE-IA MSA 7,314 1,196 5,225

Lincoln, NE MSA 3,130 499 2,227

Sioux City, IA-NE-SD MSA 137 30 92
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54.1% Construction

2.8% Agriculture & Forestry

6.0% Professional Services

10.3% Other Services

14.7% Manufacturing

11.9% Trade

0.2% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Fargo, ND-MN MSA 2,051 518 1,189

Bismarck, ND MSA 1,300 328 759

Grand Forks, ND-MN MSA 661 162 384
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56.1% Construction

2.7% Agriculture & Forestry

3.0% Professional Services

8.5% Other Services

9.5% Manufacturing

19.0% Trade

1.2% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor, OH MSA 21,659 2,047 15,866

Columbus, OH MSA 16,820 1,038 12,747

Cincinnati-Middletown, OH-KY-IN MSA 15,606 1,375 11,442
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38.2% Construction

0.5% Agriculture & Forestry

6.7% Professional Services

9.5% Other Services

36.7% Manufacturing

8.3% Trade

0.1% Utilities
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Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Sioux Falls, SD MSA 4,387 678 2,060

Rapid City, SD MSA 1,704 438 1,323

Sioux City, IA-NE-SD MSA 197 50 154
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52.7% Construction

0.8% Agriculture & Forestry

3.4% Professional Services

11.0% Other Services

16.2% Manufacturing

15.2% Trade

0.5% Utilities







Metro Area (MSA) Clean Energy  
Employment

Renewable Energy 
Employment Employment

Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis, WI MSA 20,127 1,405 16,836

Madison, WI MSA 8,723 631 7,220

Green Bay, WI MSA 3,747 141 3,239
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47.9% Construction

0.9% Agriculture & Forestry

5.0% Professional Services

9.4% Other Services

27.4% Manufacturing

9.2% Trade

0.1% Utilities
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